
 

 RECREATION RESIDENCE SELF-INSPECTION 
COMPLETED BY CABIN OWNERS FOR ANNUAL PERMIT COMPLIANCE 

Mt. Hood National Forest 
Zigzag Ranger District 
70220 E. Highway 26 

Zigzag, OR 97049 
P: 503-622-3191 
F: 503-622-5622 

 

Permit Auth ID# 
 

Your Name Road Lot Tract Historic Status (from permit face) 
 
 

Date of self-inspection: _______________________  Inspected by: ______________________________________________   

Authorized Improvements on Lot (from permit face): ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Conditionally Accepted Items (from permit face): _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To 
Standard 

Not To 
Standard 

N/A Recreation Residence Standards Notes 

- - - LOT  

☐ ☐ ☐ 
1. Lot has the one allowable rustic, routed sign, and it is not 

attached to a tree (less than 18” x 8”) 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
2. Gate (if present) is wooden, appears to be in good condition, and 

has amber reflectors 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
3. No fencing present on the lot (except to protect against a steep 

drop-off or cliff) 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
4. Only one fire ring is present and appears to be temporary in 

nature 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 5. No attachments or nails on any trees. List if found →  

☐ ☐ ☐ 
6. Lot is tidy and free from garbage, excessive woody debris, and 

excess construction materials 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 7. Firewood is stacked and away from any siding or trees  

☐ ☐ ☐ 8. No blue tarps used. Black, brown, and dark green are acceptable.  

☐ ☐ ☐ 9. Lot is reasonably tidy with items and equipment stowed away  

☐ ☐ ☐ 
10. No signs of unauthorized cutting, trimming, or removal of 

vegetation or trees. Firewood only cut less than 10 ft. from cabin. 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 11. No garden, yard art, or bird/animal feeders on the lot  

☐ ☐ ☐ 12. Invasive species appear to be managed on the lot    

☐ ☐ ☐ 13. No presence of a mobile home/RV/trailer on the lot  

☐ ☐ ☐ 
14. Parking areas are limited in size. Vehicles appear to be kept on 

existing driveways and parking lots 
 



To 
Standard 

Not To 
Standard 

N/A Recreation Residence Standards Notes 

- - ☐ 
15. List any additional “improvements” found on the lot. →  

 
 

- - - CABIN STRUCTURE & EXTERIOR  

☐ ☐ ☐ 
16. Cabin appears to be less than 1200 sq. ft. (enclosed porches are 

part of the 1200 sq. ft. limit). Measure → 
 
   length _____ x width ______ = approx. total sq ft. _________ 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
17. Deck appears to be less than 400 sq. ft.  

Measure → 
    
   length _____ x width ______ = approx. total sq ft. _________ 

☐ ☐ ☐ 18. Cabin appears to be less than 26 ft. tall from the ground  

☐ ☐ ☐ 19. Cabin is single story or single story plus a loft (1.5)  

☐ ☐ ☐ 

20. Dormers are set below (or subordiante to) the roof line  

   

☐ ☐ ☐ 
21. Crawl spaces and under deck areas are free of storage or 

burnable materials 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 22. If deck is more than 30 inches above the ground, it has a railing  

☐ ☐ ☐ 
23. Cabin/deck is set back at least 5 ft. from the escarpment, edge, 

or body of water → 
  
   Approx. distance: ________ ft. 

☐ ☐ ☐ 24. Cabin is free of dry rot, in good repair, and safe condition  

☐ ☐ ☐ 25. Skirting appears maintained and is not in contact with any soil  

☐ ☐ ☐ 
26. No sheet plastic is used on any buildings for walls, roofing, 

screening, or protection from the elements 
 

- - - 27. Windows material is →    wood |  vinyl   |   other:___________ 

☐ ☐ ☐ 

28. Cabin has a “traditional window to wall ratio”  

 
 To Standard    Not To Standard 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
29. Exterior building colors harmonize with surroundings and are 

earth/forest tones – no bright colors or black 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
30. Trim and siding colors blend well with one another (without great 

contrast)  
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 31. Paint, siding, and deck are clean and in good condition  

☐ ☐ ☐ 32. Cabin/outbuildings have no automatic safety lights  

☐ ☐ ☐ 33. Propane tank is discreet  

☐ ☐ ☐ 34. Cabin appears to be in use  

- - ☐ 35. List any noticable additions or improvements on the cabin →  



To 
Standard 

Not To 
Standard 

N/A Recreation Residence Standards Notes 

- - - ROOF  

- - - 
36. Roof material and color →       Material: metal | composite | shingle | other_________ 

   Color: ____________ 

☐ ☐ ☐ 37. Roofs are reasonably clear of debris  

- - - 38. Satellite dish is present →    yes   |   no 

- - - 39. Skylight(s) is present →    yes   |   no     number of: _____ 

☐ ☐ ☐ 40. Branches are not in contact with the structure  

☐ ☐ ☐ 41. Chimney and spark screen arrestor appear maintained  

- - - OUTBUILDINGS  

☐ ☐ ☐ 
42. Lot has no more than two outbuildings: a single storage building 

and a single outhouse.  
  List outbuildings: 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
43. Outbuildings are free of dry rot, in good repair, and safe 

condition 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
44. Storage building is low profile, single story, less than 12 ft high 

and less than 130 sq. ft.  
 

☐ ☐ ☐ 45. No guest cabin is present on the lot  

☐ ☐ ☐ 46. Outhouse is less than 40 sq. ft. and in good condition  

      

Additional Observations and Notes (additional space on the back): 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTIONS FOR SUBMISSION: 
1. Photos: please take photos of all sides of the cabin and outbuildings, noteworthy features on the lot, and any “Not To Standard” items you mark on the 

inspection 
2. Form: Please scan all pages of this inpsection form 
3. Email this inspection form and accompanying photos to Bree Ellison, Recreation Residence Permit Administrator, at breauna.ellison@usda.gov 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE RECALL THAT ALL PROJECTS INVOLVING THE EXTERIOR OF THE CABIN OR THAT CAUSE  ANY 
GROUND DISTURBANCE MUST BE AUTHORIZED BY THE FOREST SERVICE BEFORE WORK BEGINS 


